
Response to the European Commission Consultation on the extension to airports of the 

General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER) 

 

Introduction 

Humberside Airport is a small regional airport located near the Humber estuary which 

opened to commercial flying in 1974. 

We are the base for two Search and Rescue helicopters, a Police helicopter and also support 

the UK’s offshore energy Industry.  In addition we have to two scheduled services and 

charter operations.  In 2015 we had circa 220,000 passengers use the airport. 

Response 

Humberside Airports welcomes the opportunity to comment on the commission’s intention   

to apply the GBER to the aviation sector and reduce the administrative burden. As an airport 

we strongly believe this is a positive step forward, however, the suggested criteria could 

exclude many regional airports due to the limited land mass here in the UK. 

Specifically, SECTION 14, Aid for regional airports, Article 56a, Investment aid for regional 

airports, iii. which states: The aid shall not be granted to an airport located [within 100 

kilometres distance or 60 minutes] travelling time by car, bus, train or high-speed train from 

an existing airport from which scheduled air services, within the meaning of Article 2(16) of 

Regulation (EC) No 1008/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council, are operated. 

With the criteria above airports such as ourselves would be excluded due to the proximity of 

other airports despite the fact we serve our own distinct local catchment which is generally 

considered to be 45 minutes and as shown below:  

 



We agree with the principle of free and fair competition and ensuring the market is not 

distorted, however, the cost of regulation is now working to severely disadvantage small 

regional airports leading to a reduction in competition within the market which in itself is 

distorting the market.  We would therefore request that an interim threshold is considered 

to permit airports with more than 50,000 passengers but with less than three million to be 

eligible for this much needed aid without the restrictions specified which would create an 

equal balance of opportunity, encourage growth in the market, benefit regional connectivity 

and create inward investment. 

 

If you would like clarification on any of the points raised please contact Deborah Zost, 

Managing Director, Humberside Airport on 01652 682003 or 

deborah.zost@humbersideairport.com 
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